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We are delighted to welcome Murray Wiegratz-
Hope as the first Director of the Patrick Geddes 
Centre for Learning on 18th June.

Prior to joining SHBT Murray was Partnership 
Manager at the Higher Education Academy with 
strategic responsibility for delivery of learning 
activities throughout Scotland, Northern Ireland 
and Wales as well as connecting individuals and 
teams across national and international disciplines 
within education.  Murray also volunteers on the 
Children’s’ Hearing Panel.

Murray studied architecture and planning and 
initially worked in Planning at West Lothian Council 
before moving to be Senior Vice President & NUS 
Executive at the Heriot Watt University Students 
Union and then on to the Higher Education 
Academy where he has been for the last 7 years.

With his national and international contacts in 
higher education, as well as his strategic approach 
to learning, we believe Murray will be able to 
develop the international vision for the Centre for 
Learning.

Patrick Geddes Centre for Learning 
Director Appointed

NEW 
APPOINTMENT

Murray Wiegratz-Hope, Director 
of the Patrick Geddes Centre 
for Learning  



The past few months have seen the Projects team consolidate 
their base in Leith, and our work to build community connections 
in the port area is gathering pace, from our support for the Leith 
Market to engagement with the various local community groups.

We have been delighted to see the transformation of the Glasite 
Meeting House into a striking new home for the Ingleby Gallery. 
The new Ingleby Gallery’s use preserves the Meeting House’s 
magnificent beauty, while giving it new life as a contemporary 
gallery for the work of world class artists, designers and 
craftspeople.

Away Day and Doors Open Day
Installation view of the group exhibition Twenty Ingleby, Edinburgh, Photograph: Tom Nolan

TRUST UPDATE

A word from our Chief 
Executive, Una Richards

Spring has sprung in the Merchant’s Garden at Law’s Close with our volunteer group 
preparing the beds for the summer planting of fruit and vegetables which are enjoyed 
by our many tenants.  The garden is open as part of Doors Open day in September 
and there are some office spaces available to hire. The garden and building is open 
as part of Doors Open day in September. Office space is available to rent.

SHBT staff and Trustees spent an enjoyable away day at Abbotsford in June, viewing 
the transformation of the home to Sir Walter Scott as well as understanding some 
of the challenges it faces as it welcomes its visitors.  We left with lots of ideas and 
inspiration as we return to Riddle’s Court.



House. ©Chris Rutterford
Chris’s Kobenhaven mural at Custom’s

The artwork is typically immediate, vibrant, dynamic 
and full of life. His aim is to capture the soul of a 
subject and lash it wriggling and dripping with life 
to the canvas. 

He has been a fantastic ambassador for the 
Custom House in Leith, and his bold impactful 
murals have helped give the place character and 
colour and plenty of talking points. 

Above is an example of his community work at the 
rear of Custom House commemorating the escape 
of the crew as the largest sailing boat of its day the 
Kobenhaven – which was built in Leith - sinks in a 
ferocious storm. This was a community art project 
and involved Chris supporting Sea cadets complete 
the mural.
 

RESIDENT IN 
FOCUS

Chris Rutterford, Custom House

In his own words Chris is “ an 
enthusiastically-bearded Scottish 
artist and muralist who has 
been working in the art industry 
for twenty years”. He has been 
widely published as a magazine 
illustrator, but in recent years 
has specialised in murals and 
epically scaled crowd portraits.

Chris and his iconic Bannockburn mural ©Chris Rutterford

Chris in his “Magic Hat” ©Chris Rutterford



National Film Festival 2016

EDINBURGH 
FRINGE

Stars of the stage return to 
Riddle’s Court

SHBT is delighted to announce that The Pauline 
Quirke Academy will take up residence at Riddle’s 
Court for this years Fringe Festival.  PQA is a 
performing arts Academy providing tuition for 
children and young people in comedy & drama, 
musical theatre and film and television with 
locations throughout the UK including Edinburgh. 

PQA runs academies for 4-18 year olds on Saturdays 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow. Students spend three 
hours, rotating through hour long sessions in Comedy 
& Drama, Musical Theatre and Film & Television. 
Their specialist modules, packed full of tips that 
Head Principal Pauline has learnt from an incredible 
50 years in the business, teach students everything 
they need to know to act, sing, dance or direct like 
a professional.

PQA VENUES @Riddle’s Court will house two 
performance studios, a gin and prosecco bar 
with free WIFI and phone charging stations, and 
free live music in the venue’s secluded court yard.
The Academy shows are programmed alongside 
professional shows, likely to feature Pauline herself, 
meaning the students will get the full experience of 
what it’s like to bring a show to Edinburgh Fringe. 

Pauline Quirke Academy books 
in at Riddle’s Court for Fringe 

Pauline Quirke and her students at PQA 

PQA Edinburgh performing in London’s West End



LEARNING

Our new guidebook to the history 
of Riddle’s Court

SHBT Launches New Book 
‘A Drama in Time’ – A Guide to 400 years of Riddle’s 
Court, price £6.99. Hot off the press, SHBT is thrilled 
to announce our long-awaited Guide to Riddle’s 
Court.  Written by Ed Hollis and published by Birlinn, 
the book shares the story of the long and varied 
life of this remarkable building, right up to its recent 
magnificent restoration as the Patrick Geddes Centre 
for Learning.

Riddle’s Court is a unique survival: an A listed 
c16th courtyard house asset behind the Royal Mile 
close to Edinburgh Castle. Over the centuries it has 
been a merchant’s house, aristocratic apartments, 
overcrowded tenements, a mechanics’ subscription 
library library, a university hall of residence, 
emergency post-war housing, a community learning 
centre and Edinburgh Festival Fringe Venue. The 
book is beautifully illustrated throughout. 

The book works backwards in time to the banquet 
of 1598 and Baillie John McMorran, and meets 
others along the way whose stories reside in the 
fabric of Riddle’s Court. This book will enrich the 
visitors experience and makes a wonderful momento.
To buy your copy please pop into Riddles Court, 
call  0131 510 8789 or email info@shbt.org.uk to make 
arrangements.

To find out more visit 
patrickgeddescentre.org.uk or 
look out on @riddlescourt or at 
facebook/RiddlesCourt



EVENTS

Upcoming events for 2018 

Highlights in the coming monthsJoin us on
facebook/
Scottishhistoricbuildingstrust
Twitter@shbt
Twitter@riddlescourt

Websites:
riddlescourt.org.uk
patrickgeddescentre.org.uk
shbt.org.uk

Meeting spaces / conferences
Family gatherings
Community events
Weddings

Please call 0131 510 8789  
To book Riddle’s Court or one 
of our other properties. 

Booking your event

From September, the Patrick Geddes Centre is 
working again with Edinburgh City Council’s Adult 
Education Programme delivering day classes in 
history, printmaking, creative drawing and tapestry 
weaving. Our popular, bespoke course ‘Five Centuries 
of Riddle’s Court’ will also make a welcome return.

Also in the autumn, we will partner Newbattle 
Abbey College’s learning programme to offer an 
evening class in Celtic Studies with modules in 
history, culture, language and storytelling – reflecting 
Geddes’ own interests in the Celtic Movement during 
the late 19th century. Contact Newbattle Abbey 
College for more information.

Keep an eye out for our programme of evening talks 
starting in October on subjects such as poetry, art 
history and biology – an interdisciplinary approach 
to inspire the heart, hand and mind!

We aim to be running daily drop in tours between 
12.30-1.30pm throughout July to accommodate the 
interest from tourists on the Royal Mile. 

Open Doors returns on Saturday and Sunday 
29/30th of September. Riddle’s Court will be open 
10am - 4pm on both days and Custom House will 
be open 10am - 4pm on the Saturday. 



FRIENDS OF 
SHBT

Help us promote the work of 
the Trust by becoming a Friend 
of SHBT

Did you know?
• Scottish Historic Buildings Trust is a charity that   
 receives no core or government funding for its work.
• In its 30-year history, SHBT has delivered over 
 £35million of capital and development investment 
 to communities through the restoration of historic 
 properties across Scotland
• Donations are a key means by which we sustain 
 our various activities and your help is invaluable. A 
 donation to SHBT can be tax efficient through Gift 
 Aid, adding an addition £25 pence per £1 to any 
 donation at no extra cost to you.

In support of the outreach, education and volunteer 
programmes being developed, Friends of SHBT is 
a group of like-minded people interested in the 
restoration of historic buildings and their continuing 
operation as heritage sites and centres for 
community activity and education. Contact SHBT on 
0131 220 1232 or email admin@shbt.org.uk to sign up.

Marketing@SHBT.org.uk
Tel 0131 510 8789

We welcome reader feedback and comment, so contact us:
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Follow us @RiddlesCourt

Conservator Karen Dundas works of the 
King’s Chamber ceiling. 


